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New Country Format
Aids Calif. KVRE

By PAUL GREIN

LOS ANGELES—A Northern California country station that modified its
format last year to incorporate a progressive country sound reports a marked
improvement in sales and listenership as a result.

Ed LaFrance, station manager and program director of KVRE in Santa
Rosa, a community of nearly 70,000 located 55 miles north of San Francisco,
points out that the current format is about 60% progressive and 40% standard

country.

“We didn’t clean out our library, throwing away the standard artists. We
added the contemporary performers to our catalog. 1t is arrogant to feel that

one can get into progressive country
without programming the writers
and performers who came before.”
LaFrance emphasizes that his au-
dience, for the most part. enjoys
both the traditional and progressive
material he programs.

“Our listeners are as interested in
western swing and honky tonk music
as they are in the Flying Burritos.
The same person who appreciates
Pure Prairie League also appreciates
the likes of George Jones, Dolly Par-
ton and Hank Williams. This new
type of listener demonstrates (o us a
strong historical awareness of coun-
try music’s swing.

“This is evidenced in the music it-
self. Emmylou Harris sings Merle
Haggard tunes and the New Riders
have regarded Joe Maphis’ ‘Dim
Lights, Thick Smoke.””

Defining progressive country as a
“synthesis of country, blues and
rock,” LaFrance puts in that cate-
gory such artists as Mike Auldridge.
Asleep At The Wheel, The New Rid-
ers, Commander Cody, Linda Har-
grove, Linda Ronstadt, Kris Kristof-
ferson, Rita Coolidge, the Earl
Scruggs Revue, Poco, Emmylou
Harris, Waylon Jennings, Willie
Nelson, Doc Watson, Vassar Cle-
ments, Old And In The Way, Doug
Dillard, Ray Wiley Hubbard, Hank
Williams Jr. and even some Grateful
Dead.

Standard country artists by his
definition include Lefty Frizzell,
Merle Haggard, Hank Thompson,
Billie Jo Speers, Hank Williams,
Bob Wills, Hank Snow, the Everlys,
Don Williams and George Jones.

While he plays both the outlaws
and the Nashville stalwarts, La-
France insists that he doesn’t play
any artist that isn’t “pointedly coun-

“We tend to shy away from the
MOR country singer. KVRE is not a
heavy metal boogie country station.
And we are most definitely not a
rock station playing a little country.
We are foremost a country station.
We've just pushed the boundaries
back a little to broaden our appeal.

“Recently we presented a special
titled ‘Rock’N’Country: The Urban
Sound” which dealt with the Los An-
geles-based style of country. An-
other was ‘Canadian Country’ fea-
turing Anne Murray, Gordon
Lightfoot, Hank Snow, Ian & Sylvia,
Joni Mitchell and Neil Young.”
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On The Air: Alan Carner, morning man at KVRE, gives Nr!hérn California
listeners Emmylou Harris and Asleep At The Wheel along with western swing,

Billboard photos by KVRI
Personality Lineup: The on-the-air
team at KVRE in Santa Rosa, Calif.,
is scoring with a progressive coun-
try format that still includes the old-
line Nashville stalwarts. From left:
Ed LaFrance, station manager and
program director, Alan Carner,
Shanna Santomieri and Brian

Dahle.

KVRE-AM was established in
1962 under the ownership of Joe
Nixon, Dick Scofield and Tom
Brenan, all formerly of KFOX in
Long Beach. For three years the sta-
tion had an “old-line, folksy"” coun-
try format

In 1965, though, KVRE was sold
to LaFrance and Bill Colclough,
newcomers to country music, who
gave it a Top 40 country format.

According to LaFrance, “this oc-
curred hand-in-hand with the emer-
gence of country music’s Nashville
sound, so KVRE's acceptance grew
with the acceptance of Roger Miller,
Eddy Arnold, Glen Campbell and
the other more sophisticated, up-
town country stylists.

“But then in about 1973-74, new
influences started to chip away at
the rather slick Nashville sound.
From Macon and Muscle Shoals
came the Allman Brothers, Marshall
Tucker and Charlie Daniels: from
LA. came Gram Parsons, Linda
Ronstadt and the Burritos; from
Austin came Waylon Jennings,
Willie Nelson and Doug Sahm; and
from the Bay Area came the Grate-
ful Dead, the New Riders Of The
Purple Saga and Asleep At The
Wheel.

“So in late 1974 we established

honky tonk music and Merle Haggard drinking songs.
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New Kind Of Outlaws: "It is arrogant to feel that one can get into progressive
country without programming what came before.” From left: Ed LaFrance,

o

program director of KVRE, watches afternoon personality Brian Dahle cue up
a record.

KVRE-FM and 10 months later we
modified our format.”

LaFrance insists that the growth
of progressive country isn’t an aber-
ration of the art form. As he puts it,
“it is, to us, a natural evolutionary
step dating from Vernon Dalhart
and Jimmie Rodgers to the current
day.

“I'm sure that at some point the
Nashville sound was bemoaned by
someone who claimed it was ‘too
modern’ and "not real country.” But
the Nashville sound grew, was ac-
cepted, and maintained itself for
years as the dominant sound in
country music.

“But the Nashville sound will
eventually move over and make
room for the progressive sound. To
us the progressive movement is not a
fad, it's just another step. Over the
horizon the progressive sound will
probably yield to a different form
later on.”

According to LaFrance, part of
the reason for the interest in progres-
sive country in the North Bay area is
that dropouts of the San Francisco
music culture of the late 1960s have
relocated there.

“Most of these musicians are rela-
tively young, rooted in rock and
working their way into rock-country,
country blues, or, if you will, pro-
gressive country. Their influence on
the music scene has meant an in-
creasing awareness on our part to

the shifting tastes in country music
and has resulted in the program
changes.”

Because the growth of the club
scene in Sonoma County, which has
a population of nearly 250,000, has
been largely responsible for the pro-
gressive boom, KVRE has in the
past year presented Jennings, Com-
mander Cody, Asleep At The
Wheel, Doc and Merle Watson and
Tompall Glaser at the Inn of the Be-
ginning Club in nearby Cotati. The
station has even done live remote
broadcasts on some of these shows.

LaFrance, who identifies his tar-
get audience as the 20-40 age
bracket, notes “time sales are up
more than 30% since we modified
the format. And though we have lost
some of our old-line listeners, the
marked increase in positive reaction
convinces us that the change was for
the better.”

A radio programmer for 18 years,
LaFrance’s experience was mainly
in Top 40, MOR and Jjazz prior to
coming to KVRE. He worked at
WPEA, WTSN and WBBX in New
Hampshire, WCTC in New Bruns-
wick, N.J,, and KRIZ and KXIV in
Phoenix.

LaFrance handles the morning
shift at the station, while the other
air personalities include Alan Car-
ner, 9 am. to 2 p.m., Brian Dahle, 2
p-m. to 7 p.m. and Shanna Santo-
mieri, 7 p.m. to midnight.
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By CLAUDE HALL

Would somcone say hello to Khan
Hamond, who owns Audio America,
San Antonio? . .. Loring Fisher has
been appointed executive vice presi-
dent of Bonneville Broadcast Con-
sultants, Tenafly, N.J. Frank Mur-
phy has been promoted to director of
creative services. ... John Shomby,
program director. 98Q, Vidalia, Ga.,
writes: “Our staff is now complete.
I'm on from 5:30 a.m. to 9 a.m., fol-
lowed by Butch Jackson until 11 p.m.
Our music director Scott Kerr is next
until 6 p.m. Dave O’Brien goes unti!
10 p.m.. followed by Martin Peter-
son until 2 am., and Craig Adams
until 5:30 a.m. Working weckends
for us are Chuck Creamer, William
MacArthur, and Mike Todd. The
station has just received its first
plaque for breaking ‘Shannon’ by
Henry Gross.”

* * *

The lineup at KTGR in Colum-
bia, Mo., now has program director
John (Jerry Dee) Sutherland doing
the 6-10 a.m. shift, operations direc-
tor Jim Wight doing 10-noon, Russ
Shellabarger noon-2 p.m., Jim Sul-
lins 2-6 p.m., Steve Twitchell 6-10
p-m.. Kathy Bogler 10 p.m.-2 am.,
Chris Gilbert 2-6 am. and week-
enders Vie (Vie Rollands) Eisenstein
and Chris Veley. It's a Top 40 sta-
tion. Sutherland recently replaced
program director Mike Jordan and
Jim Wight just came in from WJJD
in Chicago. ... Greg Thomas, 512-
442-7606,has finished studies at the
Univ. of Texas and is looking for a
Jjob with an album rock station. He
was music director of KLBJ, Austin.

*  x  x

Bill Douglas has been given music
director duties at WPAR in Park-
ershurg, W.Va.. as well as promotion
duties. Rest of the staff there in-
cludeschief engineer Randy Kinsoly-
ing, Bob Jones, program director
Randy Moellendick, and weekend
persons Dave Michaels, Steve
McCoy, and the syndicated Casey

Kasem show. . .. If anyone is in San
Francisco or in driving distance of
that town Sept. 19-21. I’ll be in room

317 of the Hyatt Regency Embarca-
dero during the NRBA convention.
On Sept. 22. I'm flying down to
Nashville and will be hanging out
with Mac Allen working as one of his
many advisors on the annual Coun-
try Music Seminar. Probably be

(Continued on page 31)
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$135 (before October 15)

[] Master Charge Bank No.

You can charge your registration if you wish:

REGISTER NOW for Billboard’s Radio Forum. Complete this registration form and mail to
Diane Kirkland, c/o Billboard, 9000 Sunset Boulevard, 12th Fioor. Los Angeles 90069.

Please register me for Billboard's Radio Forum
at the Marriott Hotel. New Orleans. December i-4, 1976

Tam enclosing a check or money order in the amount of : ( Please check )
[J Non-Radio Station Personnel: $175 (before October 15)
(3 Radio Station Personnel/Students/Military/Spouses

Signature
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Registrant ( Please print)

(7] BankAmericard Card No.

{] Diners Club Expiration Date

Company/Disco:

[] American Express Titte
Address Phone:
City State Zip

tion, contact:

Diane Kirkland, Billboard. 9000 Sunset Blvd
Would you he interested in a Bayou cruise?

All information on hotel rooms will be sent immediately upon receipt of your reservation. For further informa-

With whom would you like to meet during a One-on-One Mecting time?

12th Floor. Los Angeles. Calif. 90069 (213) 273.7040
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